250	MEMOIRS OF THE DTJKE OF SAINT-SIMON.
another issue of 600,000,000 had taken place, and been circu-
lated among the public, without the knowledge of the Regent,
without the authorisation of any decree. " For this,'"* said M.
le Due d'Orleans, "Law deserved to be hanged, but tinder the
•circumstances of the case, I drew him from his embarrassment,
by an ante-dated decree, ordering the issue of this quantity of
notes."
Thereupon M. le Due said to the Kegent, "But, Monsieur,
why, knowing this, did you allow him to leave the realm ?"
"It was "you who furnished him with the means to do so,"
replied M. le Due d'Orleans.
"I never asked you to allow him to quit the country,"
rejoined M. le Due.
" But," insisted the Eegent, " it was you yourself, who sent
him his passports."
"That's true," replied M. le Due, "but it was you who gave
them to me to send to him ; but I never asked you for them, or
to let him leave the realm. I know that I have the credit for it
amongst the public, and I am glad of this opportunity to
explain here the facts of the case. I was against the proposi-
tion for sending M. Law to the Bastille, or to any other prison,
because I believed that it was not to your interest to sanction
this, after having made use of him as you had; but I never
asked you to let him leave the realm, and I beg you, Monsieur,
in presence of the King, and before all these gentlemen, to say
if I ever did."
"'Tis true," replied the Kegent, "you never asked me; I
allowed him to go, because I thought his presence in France
would injure public credit, and the operations of the public."
"So far was I from asking you," said M. le Due, "that if
you had done me the honour to demand my opinion, I should
have advised you to take good care not to let him depart from
the country."
This strange conversation, which roused our astonishment to
an incredible point, and which was sustained with so much
out-spoken freedom by M. le Due, demands a word or two of
explanation.

